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	Title:
	1. Imperial Federation Map of the World

	
	Date:
	1886
	

	
	Origin:
	Published in The Graphic
	

	
	Information:
	This map was one of many popular world maps produced towards the end of the nineteenth century to show the British Empire. It was published as a colour supplement to The Graphic at the same time as Queen Victoria's Jubilee of 1886. The map used Mercator's projection which tended to exaggerate the size of Britain. Ten years later, much of Africa would also have been coloured pink.
	


	Title:
	2. The Life and Explorations of Dr David Livingstone

	
	Date:
	1878
	

	
	Origin:
	Adam and Co
	

	
	Information:
	The frontispiece from The life and explorations of Dr. Livingstone written by David Livingstone, published in London and Newcastle on Tyne by Adam and Co.
	


	Title:
	3. David Livingstone

	
	Date:
	1857
	

	
	Origin:
	Alexander Craig
	

	
	Information:
	A portrait of David Livingstone in oils. This painting is in the new map room at the Society.
	


	Title:
	4. Frontispiece to Missionary Travels and Researches in South Africa

	
	Date:
	1857
	

	
	Origin:
	David Livingstone
	

	
	Information:
	Caption: The Victoria Falls of the Leeambye or Zambesi River called by the natives Mosioatunya (smoke sounding)

Livingstone's book relating his early travels in southern Africa and his coast to coast crossing of the continent, was one of the non-fiction bestsellers of the Victorian period. 
	


	Title:
	5. Title-page of Missionary Travels and Researches in South Africa

	
	Date:
	1857
	

	
	Origin:
	David Livingstone
	

	
	Information:
	Livingstone's book relating his early travels in southern Africa and his coast to coast crossing of the continent, was one of the non-fiction bestsellers of the Victorian period.
	


	Title:
	6. The Missionary's Escape from the Lion

	
	Date:
	1857
	

	
	Origin:
	Illustration from Missionary Travels and Researches in South Africa
	

	
	Information:
	The book Missionary Travels captured the Victorian reading public's attention with illustrations such as this one. In the book, Livingstone writes that 

I saw the lion just in the act of springing upon me...Growling horribly close to my ear, he shook me as a terrier dog does a rat...Turning round to relieve myself of the weight, as he had one paw on the back of my head, I saw his eyes directed at Mebalwe, who was trying to shoot him at a distance of ten or fifteen yards.

In a letter to a publisher, Livingstone complains about the illustration; 'it really must hurt the book to make a lion look larger than a hippopotamus. I am quite distressed about it.'
	


	Title:
	7. David Livingstone's sextant

	
	Date:
	-
	

	
	Origin:
	-
	

	
	Information:
	A sextant is used for navigation. It was used by sailors to tell them how far to the north or south they were from the equator, by measuring the angle between the stars or the sun and the horizon. This was the sextant used by Livingstone in Central Africa. The sextant and bible came to represent the combination of politics, religion and science which made up the Livingstone myth.
	


	Title:
	8. Boat's compass

	
	Date:
	1850s
	

	
	Origin:
	Manufactured by Dubas, Nantes
	

	
	Information:
	This compass was used by Livingstone on his first journey down the River Zambezi. He was navigating the Zambezi on the eastward leg of his coast to coast journey between November 1855 and May 1856.
	


	Title:
	9. Steam launch of David Livingstone

	
	Date:
	1858
	

	
	Origin:
	Thomas Baines
	

	
	Information:
	This was a poster of the steam launch 'Ma Robert', made when support was being canvassed for Livingstone's Zambezi expedition. It was exhibited at one of the Royal Geographical Society's meetings. The 'Ma Robert' was used for the Zambezi expedition from 1858 to 1864.
	


	Title:
	10. Shibbada, or two channel rapid, above the Kebrabasa, Zambesi River

	
	Date:
	January 1859
	

	
	Origin:
	Thomas Baines
	

	
	Information:
	Thomas Baines was the artist who went on the expedition to explore the River Zambezi as a trading route into Africa in 1858. Baines produced paintings and drawings during the first months of the expedition. John Kirk, a scientist and Livingstone's brother Chlarles both took cameras and the painting shows a tripod camera with a black cloth in the right corner.

Baines represents himself with sketchbook in hand. What do you think his views were on the growing importance of photography?
	


	Title:
	11. Sketch of the Victoria Falls

	
	Date:
	August 1860
	

	
	Origin:
	David Livingstone
	

	
	Information:
	This sketch is thought to date from Livingstone's second visit to the Victoria Falls in August 1860. He had first seen them in November 1855 when he had named the Falls after Queen Victoria, although recording a local name of Mostoatunya Livingstone recorded the details of the width and height of the Falls and the gorges cut by the River Zambezi, but was also inspired to write, 

The whole scene was extremely beautiful; the banks and islands dotted over the river are adorned with vegetation of great variety of colour and form...no-one can imagine the beauty of the view from anything witnessed in England...scenes so lovely must have been gazed upon by angels in their flight.
	


	Title:
	12. Letter informing the Society of Livingstone's death

	
	Date:
	16 October 1873
	

	
	Origin:
	Lieutenant Cameron
	

	
	Information:
	The letter sent by Lieutenant Cameron to the Secretary of the Royal Geographical Society informing the Society about Livingstone's death. He died in Central Africa in 1873. Cameron led the last of the expeditions sent out by the Royal Geographical Society to give support to Livingstone. It was in October that Cameron heard news of Livingstone's death. 
	


	Title:
	13. In Memoriam - David Livingstone

	
	Date:
	-
	

	
	Origin:
	-
	

	
	Information:
	David Livingstone's body was carried to the coast by the Africans Abdullah Susi and James Chuma who accompanied Livingstone on his journeys. His funeral was held at Westminster Abbey in 1874.
	


	Title:
	14. Agnes and Tom Livingstone, Abdullah Susi, James Chuma and Horace Waller at Newstead Abbey

	
	Date:
	1874
	

	
	Origin:
	R Allen & Son
	

	
	Information:
	This is one of a series of photographs taken in June 1874 at Newstead Abbey when Horace Waller was editing the Last Journals of David Livingstone. He is shown with Livingstone's maps and field notebooks. Livingstone's son and daughter are also shown as well as Abdullah Susi and James Chuma who brought Livingstone's body to the coast and travelled with him for many years. It was their accounts that Waller used to construct his scenes of Livingstone's death.
	


	Title:
	15. Map of Equitorial and South Africa - Before Livingstone

	
	Date:
	May 1913
	

	
	Origin:
	Geographical Journal May 1913 vol XLI
	

	
	Information:
	This map along with the Map of Equitorial and South Africa - After Livingtone's researches were published in the Geographical Journal, in May 1913 to mark the centenary of Livingstone's birth. The interior of central Africa in 1840 is a blank space. These maps have been described as showing the divide between the time of the 'great blank' and the time of knowledge - a turning point in the knowledge of Africa by Europeans. 
	


	Title:
	16. Map of Equitorial and South Africa - After Livingstone

	
	Date:
	May 1913
	

	
	Origin:
	Geographical Journal May 1913 vol XLI
	

	
	Information:
	This map along with the Map of Equitorial and South Africa - Before Livingtone's journeys were published in the Geographical Journal, in May 1913 to mark the centenary of Livingstone's birth. In the journal, the President states that it made clear 

how great were the contributions made by Dr Livingstone to the science which we, as a Geographcal Society, combine to promote.
	


	Title:
	17. Map of African Literature

	
	Date:
	1873
	

	
	Origin:
	Illustration from an African Sketchbook by William Winwood Reade
	

	
	Information:
	The names of British explorers and their sponsers were marked on maps of Africa, through the lakes, mountains and settlements they had located. As one historian has remarked, 'each explorer into the African interior colonised a new piece of territory, opening it up for others to follow.' 

The process was illustrated by the Map of African Literature, published in 1873, the year of Livingstone's death, which showed the white spaces of the continent being gradually colonised by the names of many European explorers, Livingstone's being the most prominent of all. 
	


	Title:
	18. Mary Kingsley

	
	Date:
	Unknown
	

	
	Origin:
	Scott & Wilkinson of Cambridge
	

	
	Information:
	Mary Wesley made two journeys to West Africa and published accounts of her travels; Travels in West Africa, published in 1897, West African Studies in 1899 and The Story of West Africa in 1900. She gave lectures all over Britain and became well known as a Victorian traveller. A recent biography describes her as an 'imperialist and an anti-colonial, a defender of African rights and a spokesperson against women's suffrage..anti-missionary and with deeply held personal beliefs, a socialite and social recluse.' 
(Dea Burkitt, Mary Kinglsey, Imperial Adventuress, 1992) 
	


[image: image1.jpg]



Royal Geographical Society with the Institute of British Geographers ©

