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	Title:
	1. Panorama taken from Karez Hill embracing Chilzina and the Murcha Pass

	
	Date:
	1881
	

	
	Origin:
	B Simpson
	

	
	Information:
	"Whenever I think of Afghanistan, as I do quite often, my mind conjures up before me a picture of a country as I saw it last autumn a broad stretch of land rises in a gentle slope to meet the hills. Overheard the sky is painted in gorgeous colours by the approaching sunset. In the calm of twilight, the valley, the trees, the distant villages and mountains floating in a sea of hazy mist present a scene of dream-like beauty, the hush of the evening is broken by the call to prayer." Dr Muhammad Iqbal, Afghanistan A Brief Survey, 1933
	


	Title:
	2. Ramsay taking photograph, Helmand Valley

	
	Date:
	1903-1905
	

	
	Origin:
	Thomas R J Ward
	

	
	Information:
	"The man is dressed differently, like he just came to the country. He is wearing a blazer which just absorbs the heat, not like the clothes the other people are wearing".

Afghan Association of London supplementary school
	


	Title:
	3. Belooche's in the Bolan Pass

	
	Date:
	1842
	

	
	Origin:
	J Atkinson
	

	
	Information:
	This image of Afghan men by the writer and artist James Atkinson in many ways fits into the stereotypical view of Afghanistan as a country ravaged by war and ruled by violent tribesmen. However behind the headlines Afghanistan is also a land of rich history and culture with strong traditions in art and craft, poetry and song. 
	


	Title:
	4. Dr Gray and his Armenian interpreter

	
	Date:
	1895
	

	
	Origin:
	Van der Wyde
	

	
	Information:
	Dr John Alfred Gray served as surgeon and physician to the Afghani ruler Amir Abdur Rahman, from 1885 to 1889 . His experiences of Afghanistan are contained within his book At the Court of the Amir. 
	


	Title:
	5. Char Su, the point to which the roads from the principal gates converge

	
	Date:
	1881
	

	
	Origin:
	B Simpson
	

	
	Information:
	Afghanistan, the crossroads for Persia, Central Asia and India, was home to major trade routes and saw many invaders over a 2000 year period; Alexander the Great, the Arabs and Ghengis Khan to name but a few. This image shows the point at which the roads from the four main gates into the city of Kandahar converge.
	


	Title:
	6. The Avenue of Babur's tomb

	
	Date:
	1842
	

	
	Origin:
	J Atkinson
	

	
	Information:
	This avenue leads to the grave of Emperor Babur. Babur was the great great Grandfather of Shah Jahan who famously constructed the Taj Mahal in India between 1631 and 1654
	


	Title:
	7. Street Scene, Kabul

	
	Date:
	2005
	

	
	Origin:
	Frohar Poya
	

	
	Information:
	A traditional street scene in Kabul. The population of the city has now reached 2 million with many families living in inadequate housing. The city does not have a sewerage system and clean drinking water is difficult to access.
	


	Title:
	8. Tower of victory erected near Ghazni by Mahmoud of Ghazni

	
	Date:
	1930-1940
	

	
	Origin:
	De Cardi
	

	
	Information:
	These two octagonal medieval towers are among rare surviving monuments in Afghanistan. The towers are made of eight bands of brickwork and terracotta with zig zag patterns and Kufic inscriptions.
	


	Title:
	9. The Musalla at Herat, Mausoleum

	
	Date:
	1934
	

	
	Origin:
	R Byron
	

	
	Information:
	This religious college or Mussalla was started in the 15th century and featured detailed tilework and mosaics. However many of its buildings were demolished by the British in 1885 when a Russian attack was feared. The minarets have been damaged by earthquakes.
	


	Title:
	10. Colossal Figure, 'Sa-mama' in the Bamian Valley

	
	Date:
	1895
	

	
	Origin:
	Arthur Collins
	

	
	Information:
	This image of Buddha was originally gilded and painted and was surrounded by 750 caves containing detailed paintings. The statue was destroyed by the Taliban in 2001 and the caves are now home to refugee families. 
	


	Title:
	11. Shah Jahan Mosque, Baghe Babur, Kabul

	
	Date:
	2006
	

	
	Origin:
	Deborah Dunham
	

	
	Information:
	On the area below the grave of Emperor Babur, a small marble mosque was built by Baburs great great grandson Shah Jahan in 1638 (at the same time he was undertaking the construction of the Taj Mahal in India). The site attracts tourists and pilgrims in the beautiful garden setting of Baghe Babur (Baburs garden).
	


	Title:
	12. The tomb of the Emperor Babur

	
	Date:
	1842
	

	
	Origin:
	J Atkinson
	

	
	Information:
	This small open sided marble mosque was originally a place of worship for the Mughals. Today ity continues to attract tourists and worshippers to its beautiful garden setting.
	


	Title:
	13. Group of Hazaras

	
	Date:
	1881
	

	
	Origin:
	B Simpson
	

	
	Information:
	Hazaras come from Central Afghanistan and are one of the many ethnic groups in the country. They speak a language known as 'Hazaragi' and are usually Shia Muslims. They traditionally come from the highland regions of the country where long winters and bad roads make living conditions difficult.
	


	Title:
	14. Group: Ayaub's Ambassadors

	
	Date:
	1881
	

	
	Origin:
	B Simpson
	

	
	Information:
	"They look like representatives from all over Afghanistan. the men with the big hats are from the North and are know as Uzbeks". Wahida, Afghan Association of London.
	


	Title:
	15. Group of Timuris

	
	Date:
	1881
	

	
	Origin:
	B Simpson
	

	
	Information:
	The Timuri shown here are nomadic peoples originally from northeastern Iran. They inhabit an area known for its famous trade routes and are a people of mixed heritage.
	


	Title:
	16. Group of Parsiwans

	
	Date:
	1881
	

	
	Origin:
	B Simpson
	

	
	Information:
	Parsiwans are of Persian descent and originally come from the area around the eastern Iranian border.
	


	Title:
	17. Horse Sellers

	Date:
	1881

	Origin:
	B Simpson

	Information:
	"They sell horses and cattle, they are both Pashtuns because of their turbans and their faces. Pashtuns normally leave an end out at the end of their turban". Moheb, Journalist, 2006. 


	


	Title:
	18. Group of Fakirs

	
	Date:
	1881
	

	
	Origin:
	B Simpson
	

	
	Information:
	"Fakir means poor. they are sufis and they sing and praise the Prophet. They have long hair and beards. They are not usual beggars. They are called 'Dervish'. They don't normally have houses or family, they dedicate their lives to the love of God and are fed by people. They are given money by people for singing songs... they live in towns and holy places like mosques." Moheb , Journalist.
	


	Title:
	19. The main street in the bazaar at Caubul in the fruit season

	Date:
	1842

	Origin:
	Atkinson

	Information:
	British travellers in the 19th Century mentioned the markets of Kabul and Kandahar in detail. The bazaars sold items such as shoes, cotton, swords and silks. 

"I paid my first visit to the city this afternoon. The path was crowded with people, and after a pretty long ride we entered, not by a gate as usual, but by a narrow street, which is the introduction to Caubul. There we were astonished by the luxurious appearance of the fruit shops. Melons, grapes, pears, apples, plums, peaches, in wonderful profusion and all arranged in beautiful order on pieces of masonry, of different heights, so as to exhibit them in a most attractive way." Atkinson, 1842 


	


	Title:
	20. In the Streets of Kandahar

	Date:
	1881

	Origin:
	B Simpson

	Information:
	"I was born in England and I went to visit my country. It was lots of fun. It was always hot, it didn't rain very much. I went in August. The roads were rocky and there were a lot of building sites, and the houses were made out of wood and hay and mud. I visited my aunts, uncles and cousins. I visited Kandahar once for two days. It is quite similar to Kabul. In the market in Kabul there was a lot of fruit to chose from". Afghan Association of London supplementary school.


	Title:
	21. Pathan Man

	
	Date:
	1919-1920
	

	
	Origin:
	R B Holmes
	

	
	Information:
	The following series of three studio photographs show people called 'Pathans'. This word is used in India and Pakistan to describe Afghans and comes from the word 'Pashtun'. 

'The state of war does not affect him. He is deep in his thoughts as he sees the sun set slowly. He wishes he was up there flying with the birds and eagles, so he can fly away up to the clouds and heavens. He wants to feel the clouds, to see his country from high above, his beloved country.' Excerpt from creative writing produced by a student of Brondesbury College for Boys.
	


	Title:
	22. Pathan Woman

	
	Date:
	1919-1920
	

	
	Origin:
	R B Holmes
	

	
	Information:
	The women of Afghanistan began to wear burqa in response to laws made by the Taliban. However their clothing had traditionally consisted of loose trousers, a long tunic and a long scarf to cover the head.

"The trousers are totally Afghan. This type of jewellery was usually worn between India and Afghanistan and Pakistan because of free trade and the culture was quite similar. We had close relations with India." Wahida, Afghan Association of London.
	


	Title:
	23. Pathan Girl

	
	Date:
	1919-1920
	

	
	Origin:
	R B Holmes
	

	
	Information:
	The jewellery this young Pathan girl is wearing is very likely to be Indian and suggests she may come from the border region between Pakistan and India.
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