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Africa – a continent of contrasts

Lesson 4: Hope for the future
Key Questions: 

a) How should Sudan develop?

b) How sustainable is Sudan’s future?
Starter activity:

Think, pair, share.  
Give students one minute to think up as many ideas as they can about how Sudan could move forward and improve its economy and the standard of living of the population following the civil war. They should do this on their own, basing their ideas on learning from the previous lesson (or other ideas they have found out for themselves). After the minute is up, they have a further one minute to share their ideas with a partner and to think of any more ideas between them. Finally all of the students share their ideas with the rest of the class. The ideas of the whole class can be recorded as an idea storm.  
Main activity:

Decision making task.  

Three downloads are available to facilitate this activity: Successful Sudan task sheet, information cards and task table.
In this activity, students follow the instructions on the task sheet. They take on the role of the head of the economic planning department in the Sudanese government. A team of workers have put together a shortlist of four possible ideas for improving the economy of Sudan following the civil war. These are provided on the information cards. Students must assess and rank the suitability of each project, explaining their decision. This part of the task involves completing the task table. 

Once they have made their decision, students must undertake some further Internet-based research to find out more about their chosen project, including how successful similar projects have been in other countries. Links to get them started with their research are provided on the reverse of the task sheet. 

Using their research, they write and record (as a podcast or on CD or tape) a three minute broadcast to the Sudanese population about their plans for kick starting the country’s economy. Their broadcast must include:

· Which option they have chosen
· What that option involves
· Why they’ve chosen that option

· What benefits they think it’ll bring to the country
· Any possible problems they can foresee.

As an alternative (or addition) to this task, students could design a poster and information leaflet to advertise the project that they have chosen, explaining the benefits to interested people. This could also be included as a homework task. 
Plenary:
Students share ideas and vote on favoured development project. If the broadcasts have been recorded, these can also be shared with the class. A brief discussion could focus on the overall winner, including how it will benefit the country and where Sudan could go from here.
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