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Geography: the language of Europe
Lesson 1: Introducing the EU
Key questions:
a) Which countries make up the European Union?

b) What are the main aims of the European Union?

Starter activity: 
Guess the country

This downloadable interactive activity challenges students to ‘guess the country’ based on the clues given: the country’s flag, an outline map, the capital city and the name of the country in its spoken language. Students should be given a time limit to do this, and the answers can then be clarified as a class.

Main activity:

What’s the EU all about?

During the main activity, students investigate the countries which make up the EU through a mapping activity, and also learn about the aims of the EU. The lesson is therefore made up of two parts, as follows:
1. The first part is a card-sorting exercise, where students must match up each of the ‘top 5’ aims of the European Union with the correct explanation of that aim. These can then be discussed.

2. Students then complete the mapping activity. They must first look at the Member Countries Table resource to find out which countries are members of the EU and what year they joined. Their first task here is to re-order the table into date-order. A completed table is provided below. The mapping activity then requires them to locate each country on a map of Europe and colour-code it according to when it joined – they choose suitable time intervals for this colour coding and add them to the key. This activity can be carried out using the paper-based resource provided, or using ICT (depending on which software packages are available in the school). 

	Country
	Date joined the EU



	Belgium
	1957

	France
	1957

	Germany
	1957

	Italy
	1957

	Luxembourg
	1957

	Netherlands
	1957

	Denmark
	1973

	Ireland
	1973

	UK
	1973

	Greece
	1981

	Portugal
	1986

	Spain
	1986

	Austria
	1995

	Finland
	1995

	Sweden
	1995

	Cyprus
	2004

	Czech Republic
	2004

	Estonia
	2004

	Hungary
	2004

	Latvia
	2004

	Lithuania
	2004

	Malta
	2004

	Poland
	2004

	Slovak Republic
	2004

	Slovenia
	2004

	Bulgaria
	2007

	Romania
	2007


Three countries are also ‘candidate countries’ – Croatia, Turkey and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. These can also be included on the map in a different colour, and added to the key.

Plenary:
Raise the flag!

If possible, project a completed EU map onto the board at the front of the classroom. 

The students’ task is to design a new flag for the EU flag, to replace the existing yellow stars on a blue background. You could refer to the US flag with its 50 white stars - each representing a state, and its 13 red and white stripes standing for the 13 original colonies. 

In completing this task, students should think about the EU member countries and consider their cultural characteristics, e.g. foods, clothes, their landscape, history, language, religion, recreational / sporting activities and achievements. They could incorporate the EU motto, which is ‘united in diversity’, thinking about what this means and how they might represent this on their flags. Students could contribute to a class spider diagram with lots of ideas on. 

The actual flag-designing could then be a set as a homework activity, and the finished designed could be displayed. If desired the students could also be asked to write a short paragraph to explain and justify the thinking behind their designs.
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