[image: image1.png]ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY





[image: image2.png]- UNLOCKING THE ARCHIVES Y
L




Planning your research
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The aim of this activity is for you to work in a group to research and give a presentation about how humans have responded to the challenges of Antarctica and made use of its resources.

Choose a topic

There are four topics to choose from. Each has a factsheet for you to download. 
The topics are:
· Scientific research

· Whaling

· Exploration

· Tourism

Vicky Auld, Scientist     Source:BAS

Choose a theme

There are three themes to choose from.  You may choose to illustrate these themes using information from any or all of the above fact sheets.

1. How has the use of Antarctica by humans changed over time?  How might things change in the future?

2. Is the current use of Antarctica by humans sustainable?  Are there any conflicts?

3. The Antarctic Treaty aims to promote international co-operation towards creating a ‘natural reserve devoted to peace and science’.  What evidence can you find of international co-operation in Antarctica?

Find out more

· Read your factsheet

· Look at the further website links

· Look in the library, the media, ask friends and family for their opinions

· Discuss the issues in your group

Planning your presentation

· Decide on the key points, do you want to present an opinion or a balanced view?
· Make the presentation come alive; what images, quotes, stories and facts will you use?
· Think about responsibilities within your group, does everyone want to speak or can someone work the technical equipment?

· Do you want the audience to respond in some way?

Delivering your presentation

· What technology will you use?  Powerpoint, overhead projector, or hand held resources.  Do you need to work as a team to make sure all of this goes smoothly?

· What prompts will you use in the presentation, will you memorise it all, have bullet points written on cards to help you, talk to the powerpoint?
· Practice, in a group and alone.  Perhaps you could video record yourselves and give constructive criticism to hone your skills before the final presentation.
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