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Hidden Histories of Exploration 

Exploring Everest - lesson overview
	Key questions

Aims
	Content
	Resources 

	Lesson One – case study

What is an extreme environment?
· To reflect on personal views and ideas of extreme/mountain environments

· To recognize the ways in which the Everest region in photographs of Everest expeditions.
	Starter:
Use Google Earth or atlases to locate the Everest region. What words describe an extreme environment?
Main:
Use the PowerPoint to show different images of the expeditions to Everest.  Describe images and identify the ways people have been represented and their relationships. In groups, students select images to annotate and mark on Google Earth.
Plenary:
Use the online quiz to test student knowledge of the region.
	Download PowerPoint of Everest images
Link to online activities for starter or plenary
http://www.rgs.org/OurWork/Schools/Teaching+resources/Key+Stage+1-2+resources/Mount+Everest+and+its+ascent.htm

	Lesson Two – Data Analysis

What was the relationship between the local people and explorers?

· To use and interpret different kinds of source material

· To explore the individual stories of those involved in expeditions.
	Starter:
Use the first film clip to show how expeditions involved many people.
Main:
Divide the class into 3 groups; each group is given one of the information sheets to investigate the role of individuals in the expeditions and their relationship with the British.
Plenary:

Class discuss whether the relationship between local people, intermediaries and mountaineers changed over the years.

	Link to 1922 Everest film clips
Downloads:

Fact sheet ‘Filming on Mount Everest’ 
Fact sheet ‘Karma Paul’

Fact sheet ‘Tenzing Norgay’

Fact sheet ‘Explorers and local people’ 

	Lesson Three – Practical  task

How would you represent the Everest region?
· To use research skills to develop a proposal
· To understand the process of research
	Starter:
Listen to the podcast by Felix Driver explaining the aims of his research.
Main:
Students decide on the aim and audience for their own research proposal.  Research the RGS-IBG online Everest catalogue and decide which format/media to use for a presentation.
Plenary:
Class share presentations and judge each one according to a class criteria.

	Download Podcast with Felix Driver and transcript
Link to Everest catalogue

http://images.rgs.org/everest.aspx

	Lesson Four – Follow up

· To review personal views and ideas of the Everest region.
· To summarise learning about the role of local people in expeditions on Everest.


	Students review their lesson outcomes and create a podcast for their school about their findings.


	


